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The article discusses the polysemous Byzantine concept moAtteia (“state, citizenship,
way of life”), considering it from the viewpoint of conceptual history. Based on an
overview of contemporary scholarship that places the Byzantine state in relation to
the history of society and history of culture, I suggest a new approach to the Byzantine
conceptual apparatus combining elements of the traditional history of concepts and Hans
Blumenberg’s metaphorology. I also advance the hypothesis that the distinctive semiotic
regime, in which Byzantine concepts operated, resulted from a reorganization — and
partial reduction — of the system of classical knowledge. In Graeco-Roman antiquity,
the world was conceived of as comprising four levels, each demanding distinct approach:
the universe (cosmos), human community existing within the structures of the polis, the
household (oikos), and the individual’s character (ethos). These levels corresponded to
four domains of knowledge. Cosmogony studied the interaction of the cosmic elements.
Politics occupied itself with community. Economy (oikonomia) was approached mostly
on practical terms. Human character was investigated by ethics. A new configuration of
concepts established in the classical period emerged in Byzantium, these concepts shifted
from one level to another, or simultaneously occupied several levels. The understanding
of these processes demands attention to the two following factors; first, the meaning of
specialized concepts was safeguarded by the continuity linking the Byzantine culture to the
classical philosophical paradigm; second, Christian universalism invited the construction
of homologous conceptual structures, thus contributing to their incessant metaphorization.
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Mobility and Solidarity. Paper Two
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This article is a continuation of “Mobility and Solidarity. Paper One” (Russian Sociological
Review, vol. 10, no 3). Solidarity is considered from the point of view of co-intended
meaning, as an additional motive accompanying the main motivation of participants of
interaction, and at the exhaustion of the initial motive, replacing this motive. An example
of such a motive in elementary interactions is fidelity. Fidelity, according to Georg Simmel,
enables participants to make logical induction from the facts of the current behavior to
the expected behavior of partners. Other type of communication concerning solidarity
is civil friendship, as described, in particular, by Aristotle. However any friendship
presupposes too narrow and too specific circles of contacts, it can be only a prototype of
modern solidarity. Religious ethics of fraternal affection and ethics of military brotherhood
compete with friendship and often force it out. The more friendships are free from “world
orders” (M. Weber), the more they come nearer to the type of pure solidarity. The exchange
of gifts can be considered as another type of solidarity, though in modern societies it has
only limited potential of universality. The most important phenomenon of modern mobile
society is pure togetherness (Z. Bauman). Here solidarity is present as an imputed motive,
one of the accepted vocabularies of motives, and often invoked post hoc to explain why
those who aren’t forced to it by power, money, or value commitments stay together.

Keywords: fidelity, friendship, fraternal affection, gift, symbolically generalized media, pure
togetherness
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Jeffrey Olick is one of the most prominent researchers in the field of memory studies
today. Yet, none of his works have been translated into Russian. “Figurations of memory”
is one of his most important texts. It is dedicated to the process-relational methodology.
J. Olick criticizes traditional approaches to collective memory as a static thing, whereas
it should be studied as a process. On the other hand, the author criticizes a mainstream
understanding of memory as a unified object. Instead, he suggests that there are multiple
mnemonic forms and practices that should be investigated. As a result he presents a new
methodology that is based on analysis of the four essential aspects of memory work: field
(in the Bourdieuvian sense), medium, genre, and profile. This method of analysis leads
to emergence of additional empirical categories, such as official, vernacular, public, and
private memory; affective, aesthetic-expressive, instrumental-cognitive, and political-
moral media; the normal legitimation, German traditions, German victimhood, and
German guilt genres; and the reliable, moral, and normal profiles. Though the final model
may seem rather complex, the author claims that it is clearer and more precise that other
models of research of collective memory. He claims that this methodology is universal for
studying a large number of sociological topics.

Keywords: sociology of memory, memory studies, collective memory, cultural sociology,
politics of memory, process-relational methodology, figurations of memory, Holocaust

References

Abbott A. (1988) Transcending general linear reality. Sociological Theory, vol. 6, no 2, pp. 169-
186.

Abbott A. (1992) What do cases do? Some notes on activity in sociological analysis. What
Is a Case? Exploring the Foundations of Social Inquiry (eds. Ch.C. Ragin, H.S. Becker),
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 53-82.

Abbott A. (1996) Things of boundaries. Social Research, vol. 62, no 4, pp. 857-882.

Abrams P. (1982) Historical Sociology, Ithaca: Cornell University Press.

Alonso A.M. (1988) The effects of truth: re-presentations of the past and the imagining of
community. Journal of Historical Sociology, vol. 1, no 1, pp. 33-57.

Anderson B. (2001) Voobrazhaemye soobshhestva: razmyshlenija ob istokah i rasprostranenii
nacionalizma [Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism], Moscow: Kanon-Press-C, Kuchkovo pole.

Aries P. (1974) Western Attitudes toward Death: From the Middle Ages to the Present, Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press.

Assmann J. (2004) Kul turnaja pamjat": pis'mo, pamjat'o proshlom i politicheskaja identichnost’'
v vysokih kul'turah drevnosti [Cultural Memory: Writing, Remembrance and Political



170 RUSSIAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW. 2012. VOL.11. NO1

Identity in Ancient High Cultures], Moscow: Jazyki slavjanskoj kul'tury.

Bakhtin M. (1997) Problema rechevyh zhanrov [The Problem of Speech Genres]. Sobranie
sochinenij, T. 5: Raboty 1940-1960 gg. [Collected Works, Vol. 5: Works from 1940-1960],
Moscow: Russkie slovari, pp. 159-206.

Bakhtin M. (2002) Problemy pojetiki Dostoevskogo [Problems of Dostoyevsky’s Poetics].
Sobranie sochinenij, T. 6: “Problemy pojetiki Dostoevskogo”, Raboty 1960-1970 gg. [ Collected
Works, Vol. 6: “Problems of Dostoyevsky’s Poetics”, Works from 1960-1970], Moscow:
Russkie slovari, Jazyki slavjanskoj kul'tury, pp. 5-300.

Bellah R.N., Madsen R., Sullivan W,, Swidler A., Tipton S.M. (1985) Habits of the Heart:
Commitment and Individualism in American Life, New York: Harper and Row.

Bender J., Ellerby D.E. (1991) Chronotypes: The Construction of Time, Stanford: Stanford
University Press.

Benjamin W. (1968) The storyteller: reflections on the works of Nikolai Leskov. llluminations,
New York: Schoken, pp. 83-109.

Berger S. (1997) The Search for Normality: National Identity and Historical Consciousness in
Germany since 1800, Oxford: Berghahn Books.

Berman M. (1982) All That Is Solid Melts into Air: The Experience of Modernity, New York:
Penguin.

Blumer H. (1969) Symbolic Interactionism: Perspective and Method, Berkeley: University of
California Press.

Bodnar J. (1992) Remaking America: Public Memory, Commemoration, and Patriotism in the
Twentieth Century, Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Bourdieu P, Wacquant L. (1992) An Invitation to Reflexive Sociology, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1992.

Bourdieu P. (1990) The Logic of Practice, Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Bourdieu P. (1993) The Field of Cultural Production: Essays on Art and Literature, New York:
Columbia University Press.

Bourdieu P. (1996) The Rules of Art: Genesis and Structure of the Literary Field, Stanford:
Stanford University Press.

Brandt W. (1992) My Life in Politics, New York: Viking.

Bude H. (1992) Bilanz der Nachfolge: Die Bundesrepublik und der Nationalsozialismus,
Frankfurt: Suhrkamp.

Butler T. (ed.) (1989) Memory: History, Culture and the Mind, New York: Blackwell.

Cassirer E. (1912) Poznanie i dejstvitel nost": ponjatie o substancii i ponjatie o funkcii [Cognition
and Reality: The Concept of Substance and the Concept of Function], Saint-Petersburg:
Shipovnik.

Coser L. (1992) Introduction. Halbwachs M. On collective memory, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, pp. 1-34.

Dahrendorf R. (1990) Reflections on the Revolution in Europe, New York: Random House.

Darian-Smith K., Hamilton P. (1994) Memory and History in Twentieth Century Australia,
Melbourne: Oxford University Press.

Dayan D., Katz E. (1992) Media Events: The Live Broadcasting of History, Cambridge: Harvard
University Press.

Deutsch K. (1966) Nationalism and Social Communication: An Inquiry into the Foundations
of Nationality, Cambridge: MIT Press.

Deutschkron 1. (1991) Israel und die Deutschen: das schwierige Verhaltnis, Cologne:
Wissenschaft und Politik.

Dohrn-van Rossum G. (1996) History of the Hour: Clocks and Modern Temporal Orders,
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.



RUSSIAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW. 2012. VOL.11. NO1 171

Durkheim E. (1961) The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life, New York: Collier Books.

Edelman M.]. (1967) The Symbolic Uses of Politics, Urbana: University of Illinois Press.

Elias N. (1978) What Is Sociology?, New York: Columbia University Press.

Elias N. (1991) The Symbol Theory, London: Sage.

Emirbayer M. (1997) Manifesto for a relational sociology. American Journal of Sociology,
vol. 103, no 2, pp. 281-317.

Foucault M. (1977) Language, Counter-Memory, and Practice, Ithaca: Cornell University
Press.

Gans H.J. (1974) Popular Culture and High Culture: An Analysis and Evaluation of Taste, New
York: Basic Books.

Gillis J. (ed.) (1994) Commemorations: The Politics of National Identity, Princeton: Princeton
University Press.

Giddens A. (1984) The Constitution of Society: Outline of the Theory of Structuration,
Cambridge: Polity.

Goody J. (1986) The Logic of Writing and the Organization of Society, New York: Cambridge
University Press.

Hacking I. (1995) Rewriting the Soul: Multiple Personality and the Sciences of Memory,
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Halbwachs M. (1992) On Collective Memory, Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Halbwachs M. (2007) Social'nye ramki pamjati [The Social Frameworks of Memory],
Moscow: Novoe izdatel'stvo.

Handler R. (1994) Is identity a useful cross-cultural concept?. Commemorations: The Politics
of National Identity (ed. ]. Gillis), Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. 27-40.

Hatton P. (2003) Istorija kak iskusstvo pamjati [History as an Art of Memory], Saint-
Petersburg: Vladimir Dal.

Hert ]. (1997) Divided Memory: The Nazi Past in the Two Germanys, Cambridge: Harvard
University Press.

Hobsbawm E. (1972) The social function of the past: some questions. Past and Present, vol.
55, pp- 3—-17.

Hobsbawm E., Ranger T. (eds.) (1983) The Invention of Tradition, New York: Cambridge
University Press.

Huyssen A. (1995) Twilight Memories: Marking Time in a Culture of Amnesia, New York:
Routledge.

Iggers G.G. (1983) The German Conception of History: The National Tradition of Historical
Thought from Herder to the Present, Middletown: Wesleyan University Press.

Kern S. (1983) The Culture of Time and Space, 1880-1918, Cambridge: Harvard University
Press.

Koselleck R. (1985) Futures Past: On the Semantics of Historical Time, Cambridge: MIT Press.

Le Goft]. (1992) History and Memory, New York: Columbia University Press.

Leroi-Gourhan A. (1993) Gesture and Speech, Cambridge: MIT Press.

Levi-Strauss C. (1985) Strukturnaja antropologija [Structural Anthropology], Moscow:
Nauka.

Lowenthal D. (2004) Proshloe — chuzhaja strana [The Past is a Foreign Country], Saint-
Petersburg: Vladimir Dal.

McDonald T.J. (ed.) (1996) The Historic Turn in the Human Sciences, Ann Arbor: University
of Michigan Press.

Mann M. (1993) The Sources of Social Power: The Rise of Classes and Nation-States, 1760-1914,
Vol. 2, New York: Cambridge University Press.

Matsuda M.K. (1996) The Memory of the Modern, New York: Oxford University Press.



172 RUSSIAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW. 2012. VOL.11. NO1

Merritt A.J., Merritt R.L. (1980) Public Opinion in Semisovereign Germany: The HICOG
Surveys, 1949-1955, Urbana: University of Illinois Press.

Middleton D., Edwards D. (eds.) (1990) Collective Remembering, Newbury Park: Sage.

Moeller R.G. (1996) War stories: the search for a usable past in the Federal Republic of
Germany. American Historical Review, vol. 101, no 4, pp. 1008-1048.

Morson G.H., Emerson C. (1990) Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics, Stanford: Stanford
University Press.

Nietzsche E. (1997) On the uses and disadvantages of history for life. Untimely Meditations,
New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 57-124.

Noelle E., Neumann E.P. (eds.) (1967) Jahrbuch der Offentlichen Meinung, 1965-1967,
Allensbach: Allensbacher Institut.

Nora P. (ed.) (1992) Les Lieux de memoire, Paris: Gallimard.

Novick P. (1988) That Noble Dream: The “Objectivity Question” and the American Historical
Profession, New York: Cambridge University Press.

Olick J.K., Levy D. (1997) Collective memory and cultural constraint: Holocaust myth and
rationality in West German Politics. American Sociological Review, no 62, pp. 921-936.
Olick].K., Robbins J. (1998) Social memory studies: from “collective memory” to the historical

sociology of mnemonic practices. Annual Review of Sociology, vol. 24, pp. 105-140.

Ong W. (1982) Orality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the Word, London: Methuen.

Pennebaker J.W.,, Paez D., Rime B. (eds.) (1997) Collective Memory of Political Events: Social
Psychological Perspectives, Mahwah: Erlbaum Associates.

ReichelP.(1995) Politik mitder Erinnerung: GedachtnisorteimStreitumdie Nationalsozialistische
Vergangenheit, Munchen: Carl Hanser.

Rosenberg B., White D.M. (1957) Mass Culture: The Popular Arts in America, New York: Free
Press.

Sandage S.A. (1993) A marble house divided: the Lincoln Memorial, the civil rights
movement, and the politics of memory, 1939-1963. Journal of American History, vol. 80,
no 1, pp. 135-167.

Schieder T. (1978) The role of historical consciousness in political action. History and Theory,
vol. 17, no 4, pp. 105-113.

Schudson M. (1982) The politics of narrative form: the emergence of news conventions in
print and television. Daedalus, vol. 111, no 4, pp. 97-112.

Schudson M. (1989) The present in the past versus the past in the present. Communication,
vol. 11, no 2, pp. 105-114.

Schwartz B. (1991) Social change and collective memory: the democratization of George
Washington. American Sociological Review, vol. 56, no 2, pp. 221-236.

Schwartz B. (1996) Memory as a cultural system: Abraham Lincoln in World War II. American
Sociological Review, vol. 61, no 5, pp. 908-927.

Schweigler G. (1975) National Consciousness in Divided Germany, Beverly Hills: Sage.

Sewell W.H. (1996) Three temporaralities: toward an eventful sociology. The Historical Turn
in the Human Sciences (ed. T.]. McDonald), Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press,
pp. 245-280.

Shils E. (1981) Tradition, Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Sturkin M. (1997) Tangled Memories: The Vietnam War, the AIDS Epidemic and the Politics of
Remembering, Berkeley: University of California Press.

Terdiman R. (1993) Present Past: Modernity and the Memory Crisis, Ithaca: Cornell University
Press.

Thompson ].B. (1995) The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media, Stanford:
Stanford University Press.



RUSSIAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW. 2012. VOL.11. NO1 173

Tilly Ch. (1984) Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons, New York: Russell Sage.

Wagner-Pacifici R. (1996) Memories in the making: the shape of things that went. Qualitative
Sociology, vol. 19, no 3, pp. 301-322.

Wagner-Pacifici R., Schwartz B. (1991) The Vietnam Veterans Memorial: commemorating a
difficult past. American Journal of Sociology, vol. 97, no 2, pp. 376-420.

White H. (2002) Metaistorija: istoricheskoe voobrazhenie v Evrope XIX v. [Metahistory: The
Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe], Yekaterinburg: USU.

Wolftsohn M. (1988) Ewige Schuld? 40 jahre Deutsch-Judisch-Israelische Beziehungen,
Munchen: Piper.

Wuthnow R., Witten M. (1988) New directions in the study of culture. Annual Review of
Sociology, vol. 14, pp. 49-67.

Yates EA. (1966) The Art of Memory, Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Yerushalmi Y. (1982) Zakhor: Jewish History and Jewish Memory, Seattle: University of
Washington Press.

Zelizer B. (1995) Covering the Body: The Kennedy Assassination, the Media, and the Shaping
of Collective Memory, Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Zerubavel E. (1981) Hidden Rhythms: Schedules and Calendars in Social Life, Berkeley:
University of California Press.

Zielinski S. (1986) History as entertainment and provocation: the TV series “Holocaust” in
West Germany. Germans and Jews since the Holocaust: The Changing Situation in West
Germany (eds. A. Rabiribach, J. Zipes), New York: Holmes and Meier, pp. 258-283.

Zolberg V. (1998) Contested remembrance: the Hiroshima exhibit controversy. Theory and
Society, vol. 27, n0 4, pp. 1565-1590.



174 RUSSIAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW. 2012. VOL.11. NO1
About New Historical Turn in Sociology

Tatiana Tatarchevskaya
Assistant Professor, Sacred Heart University
5151 Park Avenue, Administration Building 235, Fairfield, CT, USA 06825
Email: togy@virginia.edu

This paper provides an overview of a historically-oriented cultural approach in American
sociology. It maps sociology’s emergence in the 1970-8os in the U.S. against the
background of vast public protest activity and the parallel attempts by sociologists to offer
paradigms different from structural-functionalist and positivistic approaches reigning
social disciplines at the time. The paper discusses relational and temporal analysis as a
major principle of such sociology. Here, social phenomena are seen as dynamic and multi-
faceted, and their configurations stem from historical cultural contexts. William Sewell’s
conception of the “event” is examined as an example of such an approach. Using the case
of the “taking of the Bastille” Sewell restores the context where it became possible to re-
interpret this occurrence as a historic event in such terms as revolution, power of the
people and the end of despotic rule. This new discourse became possible due to certain
configurations of institutions and collective meanings which provided the context for the
following events, a condition often referred to as path dependency. The role of a sociologist
then is to identify such significant institutional and cultural contexts for the understanding
of how social change occurs. Further, the paper emphasizes the importance of such an
approach for cultural sociology, and for the strong program, in particular. As one example
Jeffrey Olick’s work is of utmost importance as it suggests a methodology to analyze an
event’s meanings not as one pertaining to timeless cultural codes but as conditioned by a
sequence of historical events granting it its particular significance.

Keywords: “strong program’, cultural sociology, event, collective memory, historic turn,
relational sociology, temporality, path dependency
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In this early paper Mills tries to justify the possibility of the study of thinking (including
logical thinking) from the perspective of the sociology of knowledge. According to the
author, what sociology of knowledge needs is a concept of the mind which incorporates
social processes as intrinsic to mental operations. The author considers two socio-
psychological hypotheses that may become a ground of the sociology of knowledge. The
first is derived from the social statement of mind presented by G.H. Mead who proposed a
notion of the “generalized other”. From Mills’ point of view, every “thinker” orients his/her
thinking to the generalized other, which is an internalized audience with which the thinker
converses, i.e. a focalized and abstracted organization of attitudes of those implicated in
the social field of behavior and experience. Therefore, thinking is a social process, based on
the norms of rationality and logicality common to his/her culture. The second hypothesis
deals with the role of language in thinking. Language serves as a mediator between
thinking and social patterns. The function of words is the mediation of social behaviors,
and their meanings are dependent upon this social and behavioral function. Proposing the
consideration of the meaning of language as a common social behavior evoked by it, Mills
finds a way to combine three levels of analysis: psychological, social and cultural.
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The paper analyzes a process of formation of Russian nationalism throughout the 19th
century since the formation of the first nationalist programs. The paper also considers
competing approaches for the conception of “nationality” and “nation’, as well as
transformation of these concepts, formation of the doctrine of “official nationality”, its
functioning and the reaction of various ideological currents to this doctrine. The focus
is on the debates of 1840-60s between westerners and slavophiles and the features of
the slavophile national project. Author also focuses on the unfolding of these doctrines,
competing with alternative projects of the Russian nation, as well as the modification of
the imperial project. Russian nationalism was formed in the 1860-70s, at the time of active
antagonism and internal polemic, not only with the traditional imperial project, but in
the collision of the main points of concern. The main point is the “Polish question”, which
is interpreted as a deadlock in cooperation with Russian nationalism and empire — the
main problem of empire. Firstly, Russian nationalism had no one reasonable solution
to save the Kingdom of Poland as a part of the empire. Secondly, traditional methods of
imperial domination didn't work in Poland: acquired in the Vienna congress, it was more
developed compared to the metropolis. In addition problem points were (1) ukrainofilstvo,
(2) “ostzeyskiy question” and (3) “Slavic questions” Tension between Russian nationalism
and the empire is thought as the major factor causing historical dynamics of understanding
of “nation” in Russian public thought of the nationalist trend.

Keywords: empire, nation, nationality, Slavophilism
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Review of Edinstvo i odinochestvo: kurs politicheskoj filosofii novogo vremeni [Unity and
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“Unhurried man”: A Conversation with Alexander
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The Russian Sociological Review publishes an interview with Alexander Gofman about the
late sociologist Alexander Kovalev. Gofman and Kovalev had been friends since the 1960s
and worked together in the same research department at the Institute for Concrete Social
Research, later renamed the Institute for Sociological Researches of Academy of Science
of the USSR. They also actively took part in the renowned seminar of Yuri Levada. In
his reminiscences, Gofman sheds additional light on the history of the rebirth of Russian
sociology in 1960s and its intellectual routes. Conflicts of the 1970s illustrate the problems
of the relationship between the sociological community and power and the impact of
power on the research agenda, interests and perspectives. In Gofman’s view, Kovalev
was an intellectual who decided to take a non-participative position. In this respect he is
significantly different from his colleagues from the 1960s (“sixtiers”) who argued for active
participation in social life. In the interview, Gofman also discusses the role of many other
famous sociologists (e.g. Igor Kon, Yuri Levada, Yuri Davydov and others). This interview
is a part of the research project on the history of Russian sociology in the 1960s.
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The interview with the well-known Russian sociologist Alexander Kovalev was recorded in
1998 as a part of the project “The Seminar Movement in Sociology: the Second Science, or
The Glass Bead Game” It is published to commemorate Kovalev. In this interview, Kovalev
primarily discusses the famous seminar organized by Yuri Levada of which Kovalev was a
participant. Kovalev focuses on his academic career in sociology when the discipline was
reborn in the USSR after long period of oblivion. He also considers a variety of pioneering
theoretical studies and reception of western sociological ideas through translations and
overviews. Kovalev was interviewed about the participants of the seminars and their
motivation, the topics discussed at the seminar meetings and the seminar organizers and
leaders of Soviet Sociology in the 1960-70s. Additionally, Kovalev provides a broader
understanding of the seminar movement in the social sciences, its popularity among
soviet intelligentsia and its functions which spread far beyond academic ones. Following
this interview it is possible to argue that the major function of Levada’s seminars was
educational. First of all, the seminars provided members of the sociological community
with an education in theoretical foundations of the discipline. This type of education
was impossible within the acceptable general sociological theory, specifically historical
materialism. Secondly, these seminars educated the intelligentsia and provided knowledge
of western social theories.

Keywords: history of Soviet sociology, Kovalev, history of Russian sociology, Levada,
Chalikova, sociological seminars
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